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We exist to make the Messiahship of Jesus an unavoidable Issue to our

Jewish people worldwide

Pentecost in New York @

of Pentecost on both
Jewish and Christian
calendars. June also kicks
off the New York Summer
Witnessing Campaign on our
Jews for Jesus calendar. I've
been thinking about these
events, and seeing Pentecost
as a terrific context for our
upcoming campaign.

, une marks the observance

The story of Pentecost told in Acts 2
opens with the disciples gathered with
one accord. Then dramatic signs and
wonders captivate our imagination as
the disciples receive the promise of the
Holy Spirit. But Pentecost is first and
foremost the story of how the early
Jewish believers in Jesus proclaimed the
good news of the risen Messiah to huge
crowds of Jewish people in Jerusalem -
and saw a harvest of 3,000 soulsin a
single day.

We identify with those first Jews for
Jesus, greatly encouraged that as
we go out into the streets with the
gospel, it's our privilege to follow in
their footsteps.

Granted, New York is a long way from
Jerusalem, but it is the most Jewish
city in the world outside of Israel.
And New York City is a melting pot - it
draws tourists from just about every
nation. We can hardly wait to begin
this year's campaign!

Well, the early disciples certainly

knew what it meant to “wait” during
the time between Passover and
Pentecost. On the Jewish calendar,
after Passover it is traditional to count
down the days until Pentecost
(Shavuot in Hebrew). It was a time of
anticipation for the spring harvest. But
for Jesus' first disciples, it was a
countdown to a different kind of
harvest. After He rose from the dead,
the Lord directed His disciples to wait
in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit had
come upon them. | wonder how

difficult it was for the disciples to wait.
After all, they knew that Jesus had risen.
They knew that things would never
be the same. They had received the
Great Commission to go..and yet they
had to wait.

| can't say that we are expecting the
kind of harvest those disciples
experienced. Indeed, we have rarely
seen more than a few dozen Jewish
people coming to Christ during any
given evangelistic campaign. But we
have been praying, just as the
disciples prayed while they waited,
knowing that God will do something
special as we seek to fulfill our mandate.
All of us who are taking part in this
year's campaign have been eagerly
anticipating and counting down the
days until we get to “hit the streets.”

While waiting, we've been writing new
literature, planning events, recruiting
campaigners and raising financial
support. Of course, we know that all
we do must depend on the Holy Spirit
showing up to empower our efforts,
just as the disciples depended on Him
to fulfill their mandate.

As | look forward to our campaign from
a “Pentecost perspective,” I'm also
reflecting on how the Acts 2 event
became an occasion for leadership to
emerge among the early believers in
Jesus. The apostles, and a little later the
deacons, were challenged to step
forward and take more responsibility

Continued on page 5: Pentecost in New York
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and abroad. We spent most of the month engaged in presenting
Christ in the Passover in churches throughout South Africa and around
the world!
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This took us as far away as Gaborone — this was our first trip to visit the
churches there. Botswana was a blessed experience for us as people in the
Body of Messiah opened their hearts and homes to Marc and me. We were
also able to hand out gospel tracts in Gaborone during the lunch rush
hour. There are only 200,000 residents in Gaborone so it was very
different from the rush hours | had experienced in New York City with a ,
population of over 8 million! Our ministry also took me to the Marc shares

Eastern Cape where | was able to visit churches in East London, ;:I,()tr’:;\'aest 2 ‘ g P | Tﬂe Mﬂ L’)‘ﬁ Cﬂl MOMGHT

Queens Town and !Ellnot - meetmg old'fruends and making some new ones NP ives the Gt LY
in the Bod'y of Christ. While we were in Botswana, Teresa ministered in : country for the very
churches in Gauteng. e rst time!

Marc Roberson, Missionary Intern reports:

"This was my first experience of a speaking
tour with the ministry and | was overwhelmed
by the size of the whole tour and by the work
that went into planning all of the details.
| could see the hand of God keeping us from
danger daily and how He brought us favour in
every way. God connected us with faithful , oA y —
servants both near and far and | could \ , - — R A T 5 ——_ =

’ ‘ Ld ; e - 3 B ' i ST | | . twins - Tevye and Nathanael at
see the answer of ICSI{S p:"ayer in ‘ . Our [.n:s( church P UCCSA ' q ZEN | L Praying for Tevye and Nuthunuel at their h d fVK il C .
thn 17:11b come to 'lfe, HO,y Father, ; - ... meeting in Gaborone - ° Y e / Messianic Bar Mitzvah t ?en 0 pl’l .at Ongl‘egatlon
protect them by the power of your ' g *f-—_ e et | ", A ' e ' Beit Y'shua. This was a blessed
name — the name that you gave = , ,, ‘ e ' | - : : time with the two young men
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me — so that they may be one as we . / i 3 _ . a‘ : testifying about Y'shua as
are one.” | praise Him for moving | f ’g’, .- ;T A T ) ) they shared from their portions
many hearts in our country to reach . » | vy _ AR , | : O | of scripture that they had read.
out to the lost sheep of the House of . § A T , ' i e There were many unsaved ’
Israel with the Good News of the Messiah!" ‘ y. | "y b g i | i Ag PRkt family and friends present

Marc on a sortie . | i\ _ literature table his testimony : in the congregation of
Our annual Passover banquet was held at  “SEEFSPFE-. y' g | ‘ _ 170 who heard their bold

New Creation Church over the Easter
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280 guests in attendance. Both our sons 3 - B | } ‘ § our guests Our new media advert is ’
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Continued from page 1: Pentecost in New York

in the church through the power of the
Holy Spirit. Our annual campaign in
New York is also an opportunity for
younger leaders to emerge and test
their mettle in the crucible of this
intensive outreach. | look forward to
seeing that play out this summer.

While | will be providing overall
leadership for this year's campaign, |
have selected four younger Jews for
Jesus, each of whom will take the lead
for one of the four weeks of campaign.

Please pray for Jeremiah Zaretsky,
Elliot Marks, Dan Tasman and Ofer
Levy as they step up to the plate for
leadership on this campaign. We've
enclosed a prayer calendar with this
newsletter to help those who are
willing to stand with us, and particularly
to stand with these four, in prayer.

Much prayer preceded Pentecost as
the disciples awaited the promise of
the Holy Spirit and, even so, we need
your prayers. We know we must be
radically dependent on the work of
that same Spirit if we are to see fruit
that remains.

Fruit, of course, is an important
theme of Pentecost; another biblical
name for the holiday is “Firstfruits”
(Bikkurim in Hebrew). The New
Testament develops that firstfruit
analogy and applies it to several
different spiritual realities including
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead

(1 Corinthians 15:20-24), the redemptive
work of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:23) and
the first believers in Jesus in a particular
geographic region (Romans 16:5).

Paul uses the firstfruits analogy to speak
of the Jewish people, asserting the fact
that God still has a plan and a purpose
for their salvation.

“For if their [the Jewish people as a
whole] being cast away is the

reconciling of the world, what will
their acceptance be but life from
the dead? For if the firstfruit [emphasis
mine] is holy, the lump is also
holy; and if the root is holy, so are the
branches”

(Romans 11:15-16).

Some Christians have misinterpreted
this passage to say that Jewish people
do not need to receive Jesus, that they
are already “holy,” while others
strangely misconstrue it to mean that
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future fulfillment
- will be nothing short of

“life from the dead!” |

Jews were “just the firstfruits,” as
though their “season” is over and they
are no longer God's chosen people. In
fact, Paul is teaching the opposite of
both those interpretations. He is saying
that God still has a plan for the Jewish
people and that plan is ultimately
fulfilled in their coming to faith in Jesus.
That future fulfillment will be nothing
short of “life from the dead!” In other
words, if you thought that the first
Pentecost of Jewish people coming to
Jesus was powerful for the cause of
Christ in the world, “you ain't seen

nothin’ yet.”

Those of us on Summer Witnessing
Campaign in New York take great
encouragement from these past events
and promises for the future..maybe
even for our time. We know that our
presence on the streets of New York
City is visible evidence of the ongoing
work of God to bring the message of
eternal life to His chosen people. We
also know that even if our efforts don’t
pack all the “firepower” signs and
wonders of Acts chapter two, we are
still part of His redemptive resurrection
power and purpose for the world, both
now and in the future.

As you know, the Jews for Jesus
campaigners will not only be
preaching the gospel to Jewish people.
We are Jewish people preaching the
gospel to everyone. And we praise God
that He will undoubtedly bring about
a harvest of souls from among
non—Jews; sometimes as many as five
to ten times as many Gentiles as Jews
come to faith during our campaigns.
That should be no surprise; it has been
God's plan from the beginning. As a
result of the first Pentecost in Acts,
Jews who'd come to Jerusalem from
various countries brought the message
of the gospel back to those countries.
God's Great Commission is to bring His
salvation to all people.

Those who come to faith, whether
Jew or Gentile, will join you and

me in that great Pentecost choir
from around the world - evidence of
God'’s great plan for a wonderful harvest
yet to come. So as you pray for the
Jews for Jesus Summer Witnessing
Campaign in New York, remember
that you too are privileged to be

a part of this great plan of God in
the world:

“Of His own will He brought us
forth by the word of truth, that we
might be a kind of firstfruits of
His creatures”. |3x]



CHRISTUS

— ons verlosser vanaf die eerste Pasga tot vandag — en more!

CeiL & MOoISHE ROSEN

Bitter kruie, soutwater, 'n soet appelmengsel, die skenkelbeen van ’'n lam — wat is
die betekenis van hierdie simboliese elemente? Beleef die viering van die Pasga
met sy ryk geskiedenis en betekenis vir sowel Jood as nie-Jood. Nda die skeiding van die
waters van die Rooi See het God nie opgehou om in die lewe van Sy volk te werk nie.
Met hierdie plegtige en vreugdevolle fees word die verlossing in die verlede asook
in die toekoms gevier.

-

In die bladsye van “Christus in die Pasga” kan God
se betrokkenheid deur die geskiedenis van hierdie
heilige dag gevolg word — vanaf die eerste Pasga
tot met die moderne seder. Die hersiene uitgawe
van hierdie boeiende boek deur Ceil en Moishe
Rosen, nou in Afrikaans vertaal, toon hoe die dood
en opstanding van Jesus die Messias vir ewig met

die Pasga en sy simboliek verweef is. OPENINGS
: AANBOD!

Wyle MOISHE ROSEN, stigter van Jews for Jesus, <& BOEK SLEGS g

en sy vrou CEIL, albei afkomstig uit 'n Ortodokse A
CHRISTUS

Joodse agtergrond, het in 1953 tot bekering gekom.
in die Pasga

CEIL &
MOISHE ROSEN

Die Rosens het vir meer as 'n halfeeu hul eie mense
bedien. Vooraanstaande sendingkundiges het
Dr. Rosen as 'n belangrike strateeg en taktikus op
die gebied van Joodse evangelisasie erken. Hy het
ook erkenning ontvang vir die feit dat hy die
waarheid dat Jode in Jesus kan glo, wéreldwyd vir
die Joodse gemeenskap op die radar geplaas het.

God sé “Onthou” ! — _N_ . . _

stuur terug na: Jews for Jesus, Suite 296, Privaatsak X11, CRAIGHALL, 2024

JA [ Eksal graag die boek “Christus in die Pasga” wil koop. E-pos of skakel asseblief ons kantore om U bestelling
te plaas by orders@jewsforjesus.co.za of 011 880 7956.
SPESIAALE OPENINGS AANBOD: Slegs R100.00 vir “Christus in die Pasga” boek.
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